Here is a test. You are in a survival situation and you only have one match. In your pockets, you find a candle, some string, pocket lint, and a paper napkin. Which do you light first?

It's a trick question - light the match first!

OK, all this said about surviving in the wilderness, the best thing is to stay found. Before you go make a plan. Where will you be going? When will you get back? Once you have a plan, leave it with someone (take a copy for yourself) and stick to your plan. Pay attention to landmarks, weather, which direction you are going, where the sun is. Watch your time. Be prepared! Know your basic Scout skills - first aid, knots, fire building, map and compass, ... Always carry some extra food and a survival kit.

These examples can be used as patrol planning and brainstorming exercises. Discuss the reasons for the choices the patrol made.

You are a member of a space crew originally scheduled to rendezvous with a mother ship on the lighted surface of the moon. Due to mechanical difficulties, however, your ship was forced to land at a spot some 200 miles from the rendezvous point. During landing, much of the equipment aboard was damaged and, since survival depends on reaching the mother ship, the most critical items available must be chosen for the 200-mile trip. Below are listed the 15 items left intact and undamaged after landing. Your task is to rank order them in terms of their importance to your crew in allowing them to reach the rendezvous point. Place the number 1 by the most important item, the number 2 by the second most important, and so on, through 15, the least important.

· Box of matches 

· Food concentrate 

· 50 feet of nylon rope 

· Parachute silk 

· Portable heating unit 

· Two .45 caliber pistols 

· One case dehydrated milk 

· Two 100-pound tanks of oxygen 

· Star map 

· Life raft 

· Magnetic compass 

· 5 gallons of water 

· Signal flares 

· First Aid kit containing injection needles 

· Solar-powered FM receiver - transmitter

You and a friend are in a small plane going to a July Fourth celebration near Denver, CO. Your plane has electrical problems. The radio stops working before you can get out a distress message. You manage to land safely. Below is a list of gear on the plane. Your task is to rank order them in terms of their importance. Place the number 1 by the most important item, the number 2 by the second most important, and so on, through 15, the least important.

· 2 Jackets 

· Canteen 

· Matches 

· Map and compass 

· 2 boxes of Pop Tarts 

· First Aid Kit 

· Plastic tarp 

· Knife 

· 50 feet of nylon rope 

· .22 caliber pistol 

· 2 cans of beans 

· Signal flares 

· Walkie-Talkie 

· Comic books 

· AM/FM radio 
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